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SUBLPREMIER OF ANTIGUA ANNOUNCES GENERAL ELECTIONS 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . THE PREMIER OF ANTIGUA, GEORGE WALTER, HAS ANNOUNCED THAT 
GENERAL ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 18, ACCORDING 
TO THE ADVOCATE NEWS (BARBADOS). BOTH THE RULING PROGRESSIVE 
LABOUR MOVEMENT AND THE OPPOSITION ANTIGUA LABOUR PARTY 
OF FORMER PREMIER VERE BIRD HAVE PUT FORWARD CANDIDATES 
FOR ALL 17 SEATS, THE BARBADOS DAILY REPORTS. REGISTRATION 

ON BOTH ISLANDS CONSTITUTING THE STATE OF ANTIGUA 
(ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA) IS ABOUT 26 THOUSAND; IN 1971, 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT 18- YEAR-OLDS ARE VOTING FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN THE UP-COMING ELECTIONS, REGISTRATION 
WAS NEAR 31 THOUSAND. 

2. WALTER AND HIS PLM HAVE DEFINED THE CONTEST AS ONE 
BETWEEN PARTIES OF DIFFERING VIEWS ON INDEPENDENCE. IF 
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HAVE A MANDATE FOR INDEPENDENCE, WHICH THEY WILL SOON 
PROCLAIM. THE ALP TOO WANT INDEPENDENCE, BUT ONLY AFTER 
THE CONDITIONS OF THE ASSOCIATED STATES ACT HAVE BEEN 
FULFILLED: A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY FOR INDEPENDENCE IN THE 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY AND AMONG THE ELECTORATE AS DETERMINED 
BY REFERENDUM. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

3. COMMENT: WHILE IT CAN BE CALLED AN OPEN CONTEST, WE 
GIVE THE EDGE TO THE PLM, ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY ARE SEEN 
AS THE PRO-INDEPENDENCE PARTY AND THE ALP, WHILE NOT 
ANTI-INDEPENDENCE, SEEMS LESS ZEALOUS FOR IT. ALSO, IN 
THIS AREA, THOSE IN POWER GENERALLY HAVE THE ADVANTAGE IN AN 
ELECTORAL CONTEST. INDEPENDENCE WILL COME BEFORE THE YEAR 
IS OUT, PROBABLY TOWARD THE END OF IT, BUT WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT HMG HAS NOT YET REACHED A DECISION AS TO WHETHER OR 
NOT A REFERENDUM MUST BE HELD. 

BRITTON 
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